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their beauty, erect, tall and shapely ; but before twenty years
of life have passed already they have begun to deteriorate to the
appearance of wizened hags.

I loved to feel the active withers of my pony between my legs,
and lie had a nice turn of speed as I first discovered whe$, tired
of twisting and turning after the ball and trying to master the
art of a back-handcr, whose mysteries were of no interest to this
hard-mouthed brute, I descried a jackal on the edge of the
mirage and spurred my pony after him. Though the jackal
cannot jink like the hog of India and possesses no weapons with
which to charge, he makes fair game for the chase. We used to
ride out sometimes in the evening, a party of us, armed with hide
whips and round up jackal or run the pariah dogs back to their
villages.

My first acquaintance with the natives and customs in the
villages which hufjged the outskirts of Khartoum took me often
further afield to the straggling city of Omdurrnan, separated by
the Blue Nile from the converging of the two rivers on which
Khartoum stands. Orndurman straggles for seven miles along the
river bank, and though it possessed modern stores under the control
of Greek traders, a tramway of almost prehistoric type, one could
wander for hours and for miles among the low mtid-built
dwellings, being confronted at almost every turn of a street by
different types of men and women. There were rvut-brown
Hadcndoa* with fine black hair brushed tip like a mop for twelve
or fourteen inches above the head : immense Shilluks and
Dmkas with legs as thin as those of a stork, men from the marshes
of the upper Nile who, as an example of reversion to type, possessed
the long thin lower projections of the water-bird. Their hair
was plastered with cow-dung and drawn into the shape of a-
crescent or of horns and quaintly patterned.

There were Jurs, also marsh-dwellers, hideous beyond imagina-
tion, but the domes of whose female breasts seemed, amongst this
polyglot people, the most beautiful to my youthful eye: Baggara,
negroid Arabs, thin straight noses, thick-lipped, dark bay in colour,
vivacious, light-hearted, to me physically and mentally the most
attractive of all the races of Africa, And there were Bishareen,
" fuzay-wimics" too, like the Hadendoa, but their skin of lighter
texture; and endless numbers of people of Central and West
Africa, from the South, from Somaliland, British East Africa;
Barotse and Munhakulmbwe from the south, of all variations of
sun-colour, from white to ebony-black; dwarfs and giants, the